
                                  
THANK YOU, TILLERS 

   Every Sunday when I get up to preach one of my 

desires is this: to plant a seed in the spiritual life of 

someone in the congregation.  That is an important task 

but let me tell you about another important task.  It is 

called “tilling the ground.” 

   Who are these ground tillers?  Who are the people 

who ready the ground for the seed, for God’s word?  

Who are the people who seek to make the ground on a 

Sunday morning a suitable place for a seed to take root, 

grow, and blossom? 

   There are many people who help till the ground.  For 

example, the greeter ministry is vitally important in 

setting an atmosphere of radical hospitality.  It involves 

much more than handing out bulletins.  The greeters 

are tillers.  They are sometimes the first people 

worshippers encounter when they enter the building.  

Their smile, their helpfulness, and the warmth of their 

greeting helps set the tone for what happens next. 

   There are other tillers each Sunday morning but let 

me mention one group that sometimes we forget, the 

tillers in the pew.  Think about it.  What you do in the 

pew is of vital importance.  You help set the 

atmosphere for worship.  You influence the attitude of 

the worshipers around you.  You help prepare the soil, 

so when a seed is broadcast, through a hymn, an 

anthem, a prayer, a sermon that seed has the best 

possible chance of taking root, growing, blossoming, 

and someday being a fruit producer. 

    I am reminded of what Paul said, “I planted the seed, 

Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.”                          

(I Corinthians 3:6)   Paul was affirming the different 

roles people have in producing spiritual fruit.   God 

ultimately brings the growth, but God uses us to till the 

ground, sow the seeds, and water the plant. 

 

   What you do and how you do it makes an enormous 

difference.  The attitude you bring to worship, the 

energy and the enthusiasm you bring all help the soil.  

But how you interact with those around you, the smile 

and your greeting are vitally important. Especially with a 

visitor who is not yet part of the family    

   You help till the soil, and you never know on any given 

Sunday how your tilling will help bring about eternal 

fruit in the life of someone else.  So let me take this 

opportunity to thank all those who every Sunday do a 

wonderful job of tiling the soil.  Without you the sowing 

of the seed would be so much more difficult.  What you 

do is so important to fruit producing.  How do I know? 

  In every growing church I have served here is some of 

what visitors said they liked.  “The friendliness of the 

people.”— “The welcoming atmosphere.” 

   Those comments thrill me, because it means that the 

“ground tillers” are doing a wonderful ministry in the 

entrance, (the Narthex), in the aisles, in the hallways, in 

the bathrooms and in the pews.  Before I stand up to 

preach, the ministry of tilling has already begun. 

   I want to thank all you wonderful “tillers.”  You are 

helping make a difference in the lives of people.  Today I 

salute and thank God for the “ministry of tilling.” It is a 

joy to watch you prepare the soil for God’s word.  (Hint: 

remember when the Call to Worship is sung, the tilling 

stops and we get ready for the seed.)   

   See you in church, the place where all the ministers of 

Christ gather to worship to fellowship, to serve, and to 

grow.  A happy watcher, David 

 



                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Schedule: 

Bethany Women’s Group:                                  
Thursday, May 7, at 6:30 pm  
Out To Eat – Tale Of The Whale 
 
S.A.L.T. Sisters 
Monday, May 11 at 6:30 pm 
                                                                                                                                                                           
Bethany’s Table:  
Wednesday, May 20 
Preparation Day 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
Thursday, May 21 
Meals Packaged 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm     
Deliveries 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
 

Methodist Men:                                                                           
Thursday, May 21 at 6:30 pm                                    
Dinner and Fellowship                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Special dates:                                                                        
National Day of Prayer, May 7 
Mother's Day, May 10  
Ascension of the Lord, May 14  
Armed Forces Day, May 16  
Victoria Day [Canada], May 18  
Day of Pentecost, May 24  
Memorial Day, May 25  
Trinity Sunday, May 31 
 

                            
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Weekly Meetings at Bethany: 

Sunday 

9:30 am Sunday School (Classes for All Ages) 
                         10:30 am Worship – Sanctuary  
              Live Stream: Bethany YouTube and Facebook 
           4:30 pm – 6:30 pm Crossroads Kids (Fellowship 
Hall)                                 
           4:30 pm – 6:30 pm His K.R.E.W. (Youth Room) 
 
                                              Tuesday 
                                    9:30 am Bible Study 
                                    7:00 pm Bible Study   
 
                                            Wednesday 
                             6:30 pm Praise Team Practice 
 
                                              Friday 
                                    9:00 am Mc Prayer 
                                  (Darrell’s Restaurant) 
   
                                             Preschool 
                                    Tuesday - Thursday 
                                    8:30 am  - 12:00 noon 
                         
                                       
                              MINISTRIES AT BETHANY 
            Meal Train – Jennifer Hamlen 919-665-7993 
                  Y.A.L. –  Outreach to New Mothers 
                         Sheila Garrison 804-239-5242 
    College Students – Sheila Garrison 804-239-5242 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               Preacher David S. Clift 

 Church 252-473-5254 

    Cell 843-957-5626 
          Email: dsclift@gmail.com  

Web Site: www.bethany of wanchese.com                   
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Bethany2023       
Email: bethanymethodist@gmail.com                         
You Tube: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvKaNdMcGqS9
5YiViFQ1ydQ/ 

  

mailto:obxtv@embarqmail.com
mailto:bethanyuncnetwork@gmail.com


     The ministry of Bethany’s Table is supported by so 

many, and we often don’t know where donations come 

from. One example of an anonymous gift occurred on 

Easter Sunday. When I walked past the office door, 

Denise called out that we received a $500 check that 

day. We don’t know who to thank, so we humbly thank 

God. 

      Other times, we are acutely aware of who gives a 

gift and the sacrifice involved.  An example of this 

occurred this month when Eric Soderholm said he 

would be giving enough fresh asparagus for our meal.  

The weather got a little cool, and the asparagus didn’t 

get the memo that they had a date to make. Eric was 

going to finish cutting what he could the morning of 

prep day, when he discovered he had to leave home for 

an out-of-town meeting before daybreak. Keeping his 

promise to Bethany’s Table, he went out to the field 

behind Secotan Market the night before with a 

headlamp on. When the lamp went out, he pulled out 

his phone and kept looking for green and purple spears. 

He delivered the goods at 9:00 at night. It was way 

beyond the call of duty, but it didn’t stop there. He was 

worried that there wasn’t quite enough asparagus, so 

he called his buddy John Bliven who went out into his 

own garden the next morning and got us five more 

pounds. Such devotion left us speechless. 

     As always, Shirley Eyler funnels food to us, and gave 

us several hams. I bought four more on sale during 

Easter week for $.89 a pound, but the store had a limit 

of two and I only had time to go to two stores. Then, 

Shirley cleaned out a freezer and came up with more 

hams and ham steaks for us. No limit! She also provided 

Muenster cheese for macaroni and cheese, baking mix 

for blueberry muffins, and some large heads of 

cabbage.  

     Bethany’s Table is supported in so many seemingly 

small ways that add up to big contributions. Sharon 

Whitehurst and Donna Pologruto both bought 

disposable gloves for the kitchen when they were out 

shopping, and each one got a different size. We used 

the meat slicer that Lish Meekins got out of Apple 

Daniels’ barn many years ago saying, “I’m taking this for 

the church.” Apple didn’t utter a word. Preacher David 

came over to chat up the prep crew, and his jokes had 

everyone laughing. Vanessa Foreman always 

remembers to take photos.  

     In April, we served grilled ham, macaroni and cheese, 

pan-seared asparagus, cabbage salad, and a blueberry 

muffin to 193 people at $1.16 per person with 26 adult 

and 3 young volunteers. 

     Everyone hold onto your hats. After over ten years of 

delivering on the third Thursday of each month, 

Bethany’s Table is going to make a date switch. Delivery 

will be on the second Thursday of each month 

beginning in June for the next ten years. A poll was 

taken of our volunteers, and each one said that a switch 

would not affect their ability to serve.   

        

 Eric Soderholm became my hero 
in 2018 when he captured a rat 
snake for me. It was living in my 
chicken house, getting fat on 
fresh eggs. I asked Eric what to 
do, and he literally took the 
problem in hand…bare hands, 
and relocated it. 

 
 
 
 
David Tillett displayed his 
skills on the grill and 
stovetop. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                              
 
 

Part of the crew, Gloria Abbs, Donna Pologruto, 
Connie Troutman, and Vickie and David Nicholas, 
were making prep look easy. 



 

 
 
 

1 - Rodney Wilson  4 – Kenny and Lori  
1 - Neil Gray    Wells 
1 - Hayden Flowers  8 – Billie and Denise 
1 – Eva Coronado   Mann  
4 - Tracy Leonard  14 – Brett and Jessica 
4 - Donna Mederios   Houston 
5 – Micah Burdette  18 – Kydd and Dana  
7 - Paula Mann   Tillett 
7 - Crew Basnight Moran 22 – Hughie Basnight  
11 - Andrew Ray   and Vanessa 
Foreman 
11 - Hannah Midgette  23 – Rob and Lisa  
12 - Cookie Utz   Ayers 
12 – Lisa Hayes  24 – Bob and Bonnie 
13 - Zach Walker   Morrill  
13 - Baron Mann  25 – Jeff and Jen 
14 – David Hoppe   James   
16 - Tread Willis 
18 - Kali Jo Beasley 
18 - Allen Moran     
19 - Rylee Payne   
19 - Penny Robbins   
20 - Britton Shackelford     
22 - Brent Elliot   
25 - Maison Leonard   
25 - Mary Gray 
25 - Joan Gaskill Davis   
26 - Cody Dough      
27 - Evelyn "Tom" Tillett   
27 - Linda Mann     
28 - Becky Beacham 
29 – Gauge Cooper 
 

 
CUDWORTH CEMETERY 
Please remember your 
cemetery dues for mowing 
at the Cudworth Cemetery.  

 
Dues are $25.00 per lot, annually. 
Make your payment to: Cudworth Cemetery Fund 
P. O. Box 100 Wanchese, NC 27981. 
 
 
 

TITHES  
 
MARCH AND APRIL 
We need $6,109.33 weekly.  
 

In March, we needed $30,546.65 and our offerings 
were $22,862.00. 
In April, we needed $24,437.32. As of April 20, our 
offerings were $24,035.00. 
 

 
BETHANY METHODIST MEN 
MEETING 
 
On May 21, the Bethany men 
will meet on the third 

Thursday of this month.  
     We will have dinner starting at 6:30 pm, a 
devotion, a short program, and a business meeting 
with a goal of ending before 800 pm. The ultimate 
goal is to grow the Methodist Men.  
     Applications are being reviewed for the Ken 
Doughty Scholarship in May.  

 
Larry Franklin 

Bethany Methodist Men’s Leader 
 

 
SCHOLARSHIPS 

Melvin R. and Carrie E. Daniels 
Scholarship             $1,000.00 

Applications are due by June 1, 
2026. You can stop by the church 

office, contact Paula Mann, or email Denise Mann 
at mannfarmyard@embarqmail.com for an 
application. 

We will also have the application available on the 
church website under resources. 

You are invited to join 
us at NC Global 
Methodist Church 
Annual Conference in 
Winston-Salem at the 

Benton Convention Center on June 17 – 20, 2026.  

mailto:mannfarmyard@embarqmail.com


NEW BIBLE STUDY 
 
Preacher David will 

begin a Bible study 

Tuesday, April 28, at 

7:00 pm on James. This will take the place of the 

Prayer Service.                    

 
PRESCHOOL 
APPLICATIONS 
 
We are now accepting 
applications for the 2026 – 
2027 school year. The 
children need to be three 

by August 31, 2026.  
 
     Anyone interested in enrolling a child in Bethany 
Preschool can stop by the church office Monday – 
Friday. You can also contact the school                   
252-475-1295, Becky Beacham 252-473-5313 or 
Denise Mann 252-216-6373. The applications are 
on Bethany Church of Wanchese web site and 
Facebook page. We would like to have the 
applications back in by August 1, 2026. 
 
     The Bethany Church Of Wanchese Preschool 
meets Tuesday – Thursday 8:30 am – 12:00 noon. 
The preschool will begin on the first Tuesday after 
Labor Day and ends on the last Thursday in May. 
The cost is $130.00 a month.  
 
MAMIE MORRILL TUITION SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 
If you would like to donate to this fund, make 

the check to Bethany Preschool and put in the 

memo line “Mamie scholarship.” You can put 

your donation in the church offering, drop off 

to the church office, use our online donation 

from our website, or mail to Bethany Church 

Preschool 

P. O. Box 239, Wanchese, NC 27981.  

 

 

 

 

HONORING OUR 

GRADUATES 

 

Bethany Women’s Group 

will be honoring the 

graduating class of 2026 on 

Sunday, June 7, during the 

10:30 am worship service. Seniors, please wear 

your caps and gowns. 

 

WATER LIFE PREGNANCY CARE 

CENTER 

 

Baby Bottle Campaign 

Mother’s Day - Father's Day 

May 10 – June 21 

 

Get some kind of container and 

save your change. You will need to 

bring your donation container in on Sunday, 

June 21.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome into our church family Austin and 

Mitzy Thompson and their children Effie and Tex. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
     1 2 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:00 McPrayer 

 

 

 

 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

4:30 – 6:30 

Crossroads Kids 

His K.R.E.W. 

 

 

 

 9:30 Bible Study 

 

7:00 Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

6:30 

Praise Team Practice 

6:30 

Bethany’s Women 

Out To Eat 

Tale Of The Whale 

 

 

9:00 McPrayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

4:30 – 6:30 

Crossroads Kids 

His K.R.E.W. 

 
 

 

6:30 

S.A.L.T. Sisters 

9:30 Bible Study 

 

7:00 Bible Study 

 

 

 

6:30  

Praise Team Practice 

 

 
 

 

 

9:00  McPrayer 

 

  

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

4:30 – 6:30 

Crossroads Kids 

His K.R.E.W.  

 

 

5:45 – 8:00 

Administrative 
Leadership Team 
Dinner & Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

9:30 Bible Study 

 

7:00 Bible Study 

 

 

 

1:00 – 3:00 

Bethany’s Table 
Preparation Day 

6:30  

Praise Team Practice 

 

 

Bethany’s Table 

3:00 – 4:00 Meals 
Packaged 

4:00 – 5:30 Deliveries 

6:30 Methodist Men 

Dinner & Fellowship 

 

 

 

Newsletter Articles Due 

 

9:00  McPrayer 

 

 

 

 

 

  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

3:00 – 6:00 

Crossroads Kids 

His K.R.E.W. 
Jennette’s Pier 

  

31 

4:30 – 6:30 

Crossroads Kids 

His K.R.E.W.  

 

 

9:30 Bible Study 

 

7:00 Bible Study 

 

 

 

6:30  

Praise Team Practice 

 

 6:30 

Preschool Graduation 
Program 

 

9:00 McPrayer 

 

 



NEW PRAYER CONCERNS                                 
Mike Beasley   Brandy Flynt Moore 

Milah Dough   Missy Ogden  

Debra Fournier  Anita Twyne  

                                           

       

                                    

  

                                

   

                                          

    

                                  

                              

  
                              

                                        

    

                                       

Logan Bonner   Unspoken              

Elizabeth Chabay  Unsaved   

Jason Galloway  Caregivers                         

Kyle Gaskill, Jr.   Haiti                           

Darren Gibbs                          Our Nation and Leaders     

Dylon Griffin            People in Nursing Homes  

Vova Lebediev   The Peace of Israel 

Colby Moore   Those in Prison                            

John Snider   Ukraine  

Jonson Utz              

 

       

ONGOING PRAYERS                                                                                                              
Roy and Sharon Ambrose   Brandy Mann  

DeLana Barkley   Dewey Mann     

Wayne Barnett   Linda Mann  

Ethan Basnight  Denise Mariner                                                         

Tyisha Basnight  Sammy Mariner                                                  

Walter Baum   Karen Martin  

Freddie Blackmon  Donna Medeiros 

G. G. Bonner   Babs Meekins 

Nathan Boone                           R. S. Meekins             

Glenn Bradley                    Lily Bleu Mervine                                        

Jimmy Bulfin   Paul Midgett                                                        

Eric Craddock    Ted Midgett  

Katy Dettmer   Ann Mihovch  

Joe Doak     Tom and Connie Miss             

Linda Dunn   Linda O’Neal                                                  

Kathy Elks    Bill Parker                          

Karen Etheridge  Craig Parker 

Pat Fields   Sharon Ralph  

Jordan Ford                   Ginger Reber                                                                                                                                                     

Claudia Zamor Garcia    Stan Sawyer                                            

Dawn Gerakaris  Ashley Seay                                                           

Siobhan Hall   Robin Smith  

Kristine Hamilton  Razph Sparks                                                                                                                                                                                           

Ruth Hayes   Colin Tibbs                                           

Ted Hemilright  Gayle Tillett                                                   

Susan Johnson   Tim Whitehurst    

Vova Lebediev   Debbie Williams                                           

                 Joe Willis 

   

    

                                                                                        LOST LOVED ONES  

Family of Roscoe “Rossie” Beasley 

    

 

       

 

    

 

      

  



     COLLEGE MINISTRY 

The college student ministry held 
card signing events so greetings, 
notes of encouragement, and 
wishes for a blessed summer could 
be expressed by signees. The cards, 
to be mailed before the end of 

April, will also include a small token of Bethany love 
via a Dunkin Donuts gift card.    

  

 

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 

Dates:                                 
Monday, July 27 – 
Friday, July 31  

Times:                                         
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm                   

Christmas In July             The Great Advent-ture         
Dinner will be provided nightly 

Sunday, July 26 at 5:15 pm Staff Meeting                   
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm Pre-registration and Ice Cream 
Social 

If you would like to help with this great and fun 
ministry for our children in the community, contact 
Denise Mann 252-216-6373. 

 

 

 

The church has scheduled a time for pictures to be 
taken for a new CHURCH DIRECTORY. Pictures will 
be taken on Friday, September 25, from 2:00 pm to 
8:30 pm and Saturday, September 26, from 10:00 
am to 4:30 pm. You can sign up online Monday – 
Friday. For those who prefer signing up on paper, 
that can be done at church on Sundays. This 
information is on the table in the sanctuary near the 
back doors. We need everyone to sign up as quickly 
as possible to make sure we have enough time 
slots. If we need more slots, they will add a third day 
for appointments. 

To sign up online go to www.ucdir.com                             
Click on the box on the right side of the homepage 
entitled photography appointment scheduling login 

Enter your church code nc629 

Enter your church password photos629 

You can also use this QR code to get to the web site 

 

  

 

 

 

                                      
The more pictures we have taken, the more credits 
we get to have extra church group pictures. There 
will also be an up-to-date roster with names, 
addresses, and phone numbers.    

Each family will get a free 8 X 10 picture and a 
directory. You do not have to purchase additional 
pictures.       
    

http://www.ucdir.com/


 

 



 

 



   



    



   



   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible Quiz 

Although the apostle Paul is credited with writing 
the letter to the Romans, he dictated the message 
while another believer served as the scribe. Near 
the end of the letter, that writer briefly 
identifies himself. Who was it? 

A. Tertius                     
B. Timothy  
C. Lucius  
D. Aquila 

Answer:  (Romans 16:22) 
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             Grateful for Those Who Gave All 

We remember, O Lord, the men and women who 
have made the supreme sacrifice for our country. 
Help us never to breathe the air of freedom, claim the 
right to justice or enjoy the privilege of worship 
without deep gratitude for those who gave “the last 
full measure of devotion” for our sake. 

May they now know the peace of eternity and the joy 
of your presence. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

           


